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DEF AMATION. Sc. 


DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER, 


5 IN compliance with your defire, I 
have brought my mind with a degree of reluctance, to 
make ſome remarks on the publication of Mr. H. 
Hoping that with a divine bleſſing, it may have its uſe 
on the minds of ſome profeſſors of religion in theſe 
parts, who have been corrupted from the ſimplicity of 
_ Chriſt; as to the meek and lowly influence, the real 

doQrines of the goſpel will invariably have, on the 
ſpirit and e ee of all who properly receive 
them. I fear it is too hard a taſk. for any chriſtian 
miniſter, to reſtore the minds of many of Mr. H's ad- 

mirers and followers to the frame they were once 
known to he in, as peaceful and profitable members of 
ſeveral chriſtian churches. Slander, defamation, and 


the infallible dictates, of their great lord of judgment 


and conſcience, have more power to perſuade, than 
either reaſon, ſcripture, or the beſt informed judgment. 
With them cenſoriouſneſs is judiciouſneſs, a certain 
ſourneſs of temper, againſt all who differ from Mr, H's 
chriſtian zeal, and a neceſſary temper to defend the 
truth, and diſcountenance, what they ſuppoſe, errors 
in others. Contemptuous diſdain, and a ſupercilious 
carriage towards other profeſſors not of their claſs and 
temper, is eſteemed a neceſſary caution, to guard them 
againſt the influence of the leaven of our hypocriſy, 
and phariſaical doctrines. Inſtead of meekly endea- 
vouring to inſtruc us, and call our wandering feet back 
to the paths of grace and peace, we are branded with 
the moſt opprobrious terms, and accounted the moſt _ 
dangerous guides in divine things, page 70 and 13. 
This is the ſpirit that governs the major part of 
Mr. H's followers, which you have had an opportunity. 
of obſerving in many, who have turned away their ears 
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from you, and other miniſters, and are now deeply 
drunk in his ſpirit; who may be conſidered as the in- 
ſtrumental cauſe of the injury done to their minds: for 

_ certain J am this ſpirit is not the ſpirit of the goſpel, 
but Antinomianiſm; and I fear has led ſeveral of them 

into an unprofitable converſation, and a diſorderly 
walk, inconfiſtent with the temper and fruits of that 

love, ſo neceſſary to conſtitute the real chriſtian cha- 
e „„ en oats e 


„ Soft peace fre brings where ever ſhe arrives: 
„She builds our quiet, as ſhe forms our lives; 
« Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even; 

& And opens in each heart a little heaven.“ 


To judge of this ſpirit, needs no great acquaintance 
with ſeripture, or religion. The world itſelf ſhall” 
decide whether this is the ſpirit of chriſtianity. 4 They 
know that meekneſs, humility, and love, are the cha- 
racteriſtics of a chriſtian temper; and though they af- 
fect to treat the doctrines of grace as mere notions and 
ſpeculations, which, ſuppoſing they adopted them, 
would have no ſalutary influence upon their conduct; 
yet from us, who profeſs theſe principles, they always 
expect ſuch diſpoſitions, as correſpond with the pre- 


cepts of the goſpel. They are quick ſighted to diſcern 
when we deviate from ſuch a ſpirit, and avail them- 


ſelves of it, to juſtify their contempt of our arguments, 
Ihe ſcriptural maxim that, The wrath of man work. 
eth not the righteouſneſs of God,” is verified by daily 
_ obſervation. If our zeal is imbittered by expreſſions of 
anger, invective, or ſcorn, we may think we are doing 
ſervice to the cauſe of truth, when in reality we ſhall 
only bring it into diſcredit. The weapons of our war- 
fare, and which alone are powerful to break down the 
ſtrong holds of error, are not carnal, but ſpiritual ; 
arguments fairly drawn from ſcripture and experience, 
and enforced by ſuch. a mild addrefs, as may perſuade 
our readers, that whether we convince them or not, 
We wiſh well to their ſouls, and contend only for truth's 
ſake. Not to ſtrive, but in mecknefs to inſtruct thoſe = 
who oppole themſelves ; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth.“ 
This is not the temper that prevails among them, 
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ceivers and impoſtor s. 3 5 
J would aſk ſuch perſons as theſe, what proof they 
have from ſcripture, that they who are under the in- 
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is too obvious to need a moment's heſitation. There 
is not a chriſtian church, which has been troubled with 


them, whom Mr. H. calls half ſtarved,” and“ quite 


| ſtarved,” p. 10. while hypocrites are fed and nouriſhed. 
up in their preſumption, but has experienced thele_ 
poor hungry, quite ſtarved ſouls, to be a contentious. 
_ wrangling company of diſputants, who, having imbibed 
his ſpirit, are calculated to breed diſcord and unealt» » 
neſs; and, where they have had it in their power, to 
ſeparate chief friends, deſtroy the peace of Zion, and 
wound deeply the hearts of ſeveral pious diſintereſted 


miniſters of Chriſt, under the pretence that their pal- 
tors and affectionate followers, were baitard Catvin- 


iſts, Arminians, and ſecret enemies to the croſs of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I have myſelf known fome of 


them, and you more, that furnith faſficient demonſtra- 
tion, from their converſation and manners before men, 
they have loſt the beauty and ſimplicity of a former 
profeſſion, and are now loquacious diſputers, cenforious 
judges of what is orthodox or otherwiſe, and, after 
having highly eſteemed the inſtruments of their former 
_ edification, now look upon them in the light of de- 


fluence of ſuch a temper have the ſpirit of Chriſt ? 


Did it ever appear in him, or in his apoſtles, or in any 
who have been ſingularly owned of God? they kept 
Within the bounds of that temper which is always diſ- 
tinguiſhed by love and charity, and exerciſes itſelf in 
_ meekneis and moderation. Was not the great Re- 


deemer meek and lowly? who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again, Did he ſpeak evil of any man ?— 


deal in flander and wicked infinuations? Compare 
the ſpirit of Paul with that of Mr. H. and ſee what 


likeneſs: The one is patient towards all men, and his 


_ converſation ſuch as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt; the 
other indulges a foul mouth, his language calculated to 
inflame the ſpirits of his readers, he deals in low quaint _ 


language, abuſive epithets of hypocrites, impoſtors, 
wolves, who have confented with thieves and robbers, 


pages 14, 18, and furh like terms of reproach, He can 


pel, and betray its ſacred truths into the hands of Je 
and Papiſts, and as forming confederacies and coalitions 
With Arians, Socinians, Sabellians, Arminians, pages 
18, 17, 14, 38, 54, 40, 70. Theſe falſe inſinuations and 
charges are ſo interlined and connected in this diſ- 
courle, that it muſt appear to every unprejudiced 
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indiſcriminately charge with ſedition and condemn 


whole bodies of chriſtians and ſocieties, who are piouſly _ 


endeavouring to propagate the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt; charge them with deſigns to introduce popery, 
and as ſecretly endeavouring to ſubvert every thing 


ſacred in civil authority; as well as to corrupt the gol: 
uits 


reader who it is he applies them to.—* The evan- 


gelical ſociety are for the moſt part in the trap of 
Tom Paine, or that of John Weſley,” page 18, ſo _ 
that theſe likewiſe have been promiting to them 
| ſelves, week by week, liberty by the ſword of France, 
and by the deſtruction of their own country.” —— 


| Theſe have hoped in Buonaparte, and the Iriſh Papiſts, 
Page 15. Such is the vile ſpirit of Mr. H. This is 


the influence, his vaſtly ſuperior knowledge in the 
myſteries of the goſpel has on him. This is the man, 
who is ſuppoſed by many of his infatuated followers, to 
have more grace, diſcernment, and gifts, than any 


| otherin the kingdom; of ſuch ſpiritual ſagacity, that he 
| he alone can find out, that the generality of our watch 


men are ſtone blind; who are ſo far from going about 


the city, that they do not know the way into it, page 
39; But 18 this, tir, the ſpirit of Chriſt ? Ts it derived mY 

from an acquaintance with the goſpe!? Do any of its 
doctrines lead to it, promote it, or give it the leaſt 


countenance? Let any man whatever, who has the 


ſmalleſt acquaintance with the ſcriptures, prove it has 
any connection with the temper of Chriſtianity, or the 
welfare of it; and if it has not, then it muſt be the 


wiſdom from beneath, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, Jam. 


II. 15, The influence of the old ſerpent, aud fo after 
all the wonderful diſcoveries his writings are ſuppoſed 
to convey, we have this mighty champion, and extra- 

ordinary man, deſtitute of the plaineſt facts of Chriſtia- _ 


nity in his temper, Jam. iii, 17, 18. and as yet to learn 
ſome of thoſe leſſons, which Chriſt teaches his people 
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on the loweſt forms of his ſchool, Col. iii. 12. Gal. v. 
22. or to hope the beſt of him, is a mere dwarf in the 
| ſchool of the goſpel, whoſe knowledge has never yet 
taught him to govern his temper, and deſerves the cen- 


ſure the Apoſtle gave the Corinthians, 1 Cor. iii. 3. 


walking in carnal policy, and under the direction of a 
ſelf righteous ſpirit. Who is a wiſe man in ſcripture 
language? The queſtion is aſked by a man, inſpired 
and infallible, he ſhall return an anſwer, and we 


may depend on his deciſion in oppoſition to all equivo- 
cation,—It is him that ſhews, out of a good con- 
verſation, his works with meekneſs of wiſdom, Jam. 


ili. 13. His converſation is a wiſe converſation becauſe 


it is a meek one, his tongue is not a ſharp ſword to 
wound the credit, and inflame the corruptions of others. 


With the lowly is wiſdom, Prov. xi. 2. and with the 
angry and abuſive is folly, Ecc. x. 12, 13. ns. 


Did the inſpired writers deal with thoſe, that even 


corrupted the truth, as Mr. H. and his followers do 
with us? and with all who meaſure not with the rule of 
their infallible judgments? The apoſtle Paul uſes mild 

and alluring language with the Galatians, who had de- 
_ parted eſſentially from the ſimplicity of the goſpel : he 

calls them his little children, of whom he travailed in 


birth again till Chriſt ſhould be formed in them, ch. iv. 


 I9.—calls them brethren, ch. iii. 15. and recommends a 
tender deportment to thoſe overtaken in a fault, Gal. 


vi. 1. to reſtore them in the ſpirit of meekneſs. Mr. H. 
and his followers profeſs to contend for the purity of 


ſeripture ; let them hear it, and it convicts them of er- 

ror; it gives not the leaſt countenance to their ſpirit, 
but every where condemns it, as diſhonorable to a pro- 

feſſion of the faith of Chriſt, and attributes this temper 


to Satan, and the carnal hearts of men, 1 John ii. 
11. Jam. ili. 14. The primitive chriſtians laboured to 


give no offence in any thing; but in much patience to 
approve themſelves of God, 2 Cor. vi. 3, 4. by pure- 
neſlſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, by kindneſs, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned, and by the word 
of truth. Being reviled, they bleſſed ; being perſecuted, 


they ſuffered it ; being defamed, they intreated, 1 Cor. 


iv. 12, 13, They drank into that charity that ſuffereth 


long and is kind; which vaunteth not itſelf; was not 
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puffed up with imaginary conceits of its own ſuperior 
attainments, or ſuffered others to ſtile the poſſeſſors of 
it, as knowing more than others who had gone before 
them for ages, as Mr. H's fulſome flatterers have done 
in the letter prefixed to this harangue, and occaſioned 


its proceſſion from the preſs. 


The grace of God in the heart, teaches the ſubjects 


olf it to ſpeak evil of no man; nor even of their prac- 


tices, unleſs evil, and then to be ſatisfied with poſitive 
proof, and is very far, without the ſmalleſt provoca- 


tion being given, as in this publication, to condemn by 


hundreds, the principles and practices of pious charac- 


ters, and impute to them wickedneſs, equal to rebels 
and ſeditious perſons, that have been hanged, tranſ- 
ported, and impriſoned. If this is charity and meek- 

neſs, what an high eſteem is this man worthy to be held 
in, who abounds in it ſo much, that it drops from his 
lips and pen with unpremeditated effuſion, and is reck- 
oned by his hearers, worthy of being recorded for the 
edification of future ages! O blind and deluded per- 
ſons, who can fit and hear ſuch wonderful diſcoveries, 
with the ſcriptures in your hands, expreſſed in ſuch _ 


_ abuſive language, that is calculated only for the ſpirits 


and mouths of men, who have no fear of God before 
their eyes, or any knowledge of their own hearts. 
How ſtrange muſt be your illumination, that can re- 
concile ſuch a ſpirit, and ſuch language, to the ex- 
ample and temper of the holy Jeſus, and every 
pious character recorded in God's word. If you are 
Kill to learn what the temper is, recommended in the 
ſcriptures, hear them. A ſoft anſwer turneth away 
wrath ; but grievous words ſtir up anger, Prov. xv. 1. 

_ Haughty ſcorner is his name, who dealeth in proud 
wrath, Prov. xXi. 24. He that is flow to wrath is of 
great underſtanding ; but he that is haſty of PR ex- 

alteth folly, Prov. xiv. 29. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, Matt. xi. 29. If it be poſhible 


as much as in you lieth, live peaceable with all men, 


„Rom, Xii. 18, &. 


I hope, my dear friend, that in writing thus, I do 


not charge Mr. H. and his followers in general wrong- 


tully, nor have I wilfully mifrepreſented them. My 
 1deas are not imaginary, if a feries of years obſerva- 
tion, and my occaſionally looking over his numerous 
fancifully titled books, may be depended on. I have 
often reluctantly acceded to the cenſures of others on 
them; but this laſt publication cannot be miſtaken, it 
_ exceeds in ſcurrility, and pretended diſcoveries, all 
that have preceded it. It appears he was wrapt 
from the ordinary pitch of men, and, like another 
Mahomet, has had information from the upper world, 
by even a voice from God himſelf, page 16. One 
ſhould have ſuſpeQed, that ſuch high myſteries and fa- 
miliarity with the Deity, would have laid him exceed- 
ing low in his own eyes, and infuſed an extraordinary 
degree, of all that is lowly, meek, and kind into him, and 
| ſhould have ſo governed his language and pen, as to have 


convinced his readers, by the purity and perſuaſivenefs 


of his converſation, that God was with him of a truth; 


for ſach were the effects, peculiar diſcoveries: of God 


and his will, formerly produced in the perſons ſo highly 
diſtinguiſhed ; but how ſtrangely are we miſtaken, at- 
ter being ſo highly honoured of God, and with ſuch 
eras Panos of his infallibility, as to be able to 
challenge all the hypocrites in Zion, all his enemies in 
Britain, nor even time itſelf, to prove him a falſe pro- 


phet or make his prediction a lie, page 72; he comes 
into the pulpit more like a wolf, and appears to dwell _ 


with pleaſure on halters, priſons, and armies, and 
pours forth a variety of ſcurrilous epithets on the mini- 

ſters of the goſpel, in language calculated to call forth 
the extreme jealouſy of the civil powers; inſinuating 
as much as if we were in league with the open and 
_ avowed enemies of government, and in plots to be- 
tray the goſpel and its truths, into the hands of papiſts; 


that we are vending falſe doctrines in thouſands of fer- 


mons continually ; attributing the miſſionary fociety to 
a a human invention, obliquely charging the miſſionaries 
themſelves, who have gone among the heathen, with 
ſeditious principles, withheld from the ſubverſion of the 
governments they are under, more from ſelf preſerva- 
tion, than any principle of conſcience, pages 15, 70, 
3, 9, 11, 13, 36, 44. This is the converſation of this 
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highly favoured man in gifts and grace, and ſuch are 


the effects of his wonderful illumination! Was I not 


acquainted with the extreme blindneſs of the human 


mind, in the things of God, and that numbers in every _ 
age of the church, have been more inclined to liſten to 
impoſture than truth, and to be deceived, rather than 
receive that connection God has eſtabliſhed between 
truth and its influence on the mind; it would be hard 
to believe, that any profeſſors, ſhould receive this ful- 
ſome ſtuff upon the footing of prophecies and revela- 


tions, of an extraordinary nature, and be ſo infatuated 
with this malevolent ſpirit, that if they are deceived, 
they will ſtill believe all he ſays, and not even attend 
to others, whom they are thus taught to conſider as 


= enemies to the goſpel of Chriſt : ſurely if we did not 


expect miracles, as atteſtations of ſuch new diſcove- 
_ Ties, which are ſo certainly to come to paſs, that all are 


to prove liars, and he alone be true, we might at leaſt 
have expected that the words of the prophet, ſhould. 
have been words of meekneſs and wiſdom; and 


words of truth, Ecc. xii. 10. ſuch as were calcu- 


lated to have taught the people knowledge, and mani- 
| feſted the grace of God in the ſpeaker and writer of 
them. He tells us, page 31, that love is on the fide of 
thoſe who fight under the banner of faith: but where is 
that love manifeſted in him?—Is it to be found in a 
ſingle page of this wonderful ſermon, either in the lan- 


| guage or in the ſpirit of it, though he was more than 
_ ordinarily under the banner of faith, againſt ſuch a hoſt 
of enemies, both at home and abroad? Surely if any 
meaning be in words, and they are to be confidered as 


the index of the temper, and diſpoſition of mind a man 


is in, nothing of this temper is to be found, and ſo while 
he is preaching and writing about the doctrines of the 
goſpel, he is ſeparating what God has joined together, 
and defending the truth in an unrighteous ſpirit. A ma- 


nifeſt contradiction to the plain precept of the apoſtle. 
Eph. iv. 15. Surely his numerous writings never yet 
exhibited this beautiful aſſemblage ; a ſour, narrow, 
uncharitable ſpirit pervades them; and as ſimilar 


cauſes will produce {ſimilar effects, we know this four 


and ynchriitian temper, pervades the minds of his 
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adherents in all places, that have been ſo unfortunate. 


as to produce them, and that they have manifeſted 


open hoſtility againſt this bleſſed temper, and endea- 

vour to infuſe their own, into others peaceably diſ- 
poſed to profit by their own miniſters; ſo that to be 
of their party, and to have an inimical 7 to: the 


happineſs of other churches, are now ſynonimous. 


Theſe things, my dear friend, are ſo obvious to you, 
that no proof is neceſſary of a perſonal nature. You _ 
have known ſome, who formerly would have plucked 
out their eyes (if poſſible) and given them to you, 


and their zealous affection might have ſtill continued, 


unleſs they had been corrupted from the mcekneſ5 that 
is in Chriſt, And it is equally certain, that no eminent 
_ ſervant of Chriſt, (which he would be thought to be,) 
was ever under the influence of it. Compare their 
_ writings with thoſe of Mr. H. Does a Hervy, a 
Whitfield, an Erſkine, a Romaine, a Hart, perſons 
greatly owned of God, and very ſtrenuous for the doc- 
trines of grace, ſpeak and write in his ſpirit? Have 
not even perſons been obliged to acknowledge, that 
the affection and fervour manifeſted in their writings, 
have been the means of inclining them, to attend to 
the truths of God contained in them. Their affec. _ 
tions have been drawn to the light, and not diſguſted 


at it, which would certainly be the caſe, had they 


uſed unchriſtian tempers and language. The weapons 
of the world not of the chriſtian. SER aa 


The ſpirit of God is a ſpirit of truth, not only to 


inform the judgment; but to impregnate and ſweeten 
the mind, with the feeds of lowlineſs and meekneſs. 
Eph. v. 22. It promotes affection for the family of 


God, ſtruggling under corruption, and expoſed to 
error. And when ſenſible of the depravity of our 


natures; our liableneſs to err; the weaknels of our 
| judgments; the legal bias of our minds, to corrupt 
the ſimplicity of the grace of Jeſus, as it reigns 
triumphantly and freely in our falvation, we ſhall 
be tender of them, who are equally engaged in the 
ſame warfare. © He that is ſtrong, (which Mr. H. 


wiſhes to be thought) can well bear the infirmities of 
the weak, He that is weak, cannot bear at all, but 


nary conception of our minds; and yet our hearts re- 
maaain unchanged, and our tempers uninfluenced by 

them. The chriſtian world has exhihited too many la- 
mentable proofs of this, to the great ſcandal and injury 


of the cauſe of Chriſt, In the lips of ſuch, the truths 
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is overwhelmed with his own,” which he evidently is. 
See the numerous exhortations we have to this diſpo- _ 
fition of mind, enforced with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
and exemplified with a bright example in the firſt 
general epiſtle of John. Compare the ſpirit of this 
epiſtle with Mr. H. and how great the diſparity! 
What a perfect contraſt. The one pans to be 
impregnated deeply with the law of ki 
Other, like Iſhmael, is in open war with the churches 
and miniſters of the goſpel, as if he had got a com- 


miſſion to charge them with the baſeſt diſloyality, 


againſt the King of heaven to unchurch them, and 
to pronounce the curſes of heaven againſt them. Such 5 
a contradiction is in his ſpirit; and that extraordinary _ 
zeal he profeſſes to have for the doctrines of grace, 
that he is neither one thin 
reſcuing from the bats himſelf, as well as his couſin, 
being at preſent only fit for perſons of his own pecu- 
liar kind. of | 


whom no others muſt, or can have any communion. 


ugly unchriſtian tempers, with 


May you, Sir, be preſerved from ſuch a ſpirit, and 


warn your people againſt it, as ſubverſive of all that 
union which is neceſſary, for their mutual profit and 
_ edification, from the various gifts God has diſtributed 
in his church, and among the miniſters of it. Phil. ii. 
2, 3. 1 Cor. xil. 27, 28, That they may learn to 
| ſpeak the truth in love, and conſtrain others to ac- 


knowledge, whether they believe us or not, our tem- 


pers are conſiſtent with our doctrines, and not at 
) p 
Mr. H. is not the firſt who, has pretended great 
illumination, and extraordinary diſcoveries in divine 
things, who have in many other reſpects manifeſted 
an unacquaintedneſs with their own hearts. Giſts and 
grace are widely different. There is nothing ſo ſacred 
nin the words and letters of ſcripture; but they may be 
ſtored up in the memory, and underſtood by the ordi- 


indneſs; the 


or the other, and needs 


* . 
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bf God have the ſame kind of analogy as a jewel in a 
ſiſpwine's ſnout. © The ſpiritual underſtanding of the 

ſcripture, does not conſiſt in opening to the mind, or 
the minds of others, the myſtical meaning of ſeripture, 
in its parables, types, and allegories;” in which Mr. 

H. is a great adept, Many men can explain theſe 

types, &c. who have no ſcriptural knowledge. It 

is poſſible a man may know how to interpret all the 
types, parables, enigmas, and allegories in the bible, 


and not have one beam of ſcriptural light in the mind.” 


It is plain by what the Apoſtle ſays, that a man might 


underſtand all theſe myſteries, and have no faving 


grace, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. A man may be adorned with 
many gifts, in preaching and prayer, and yet be deſti- 
tute of the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit; in 
God's fight a great price. Mr. H's followers in this, 
are certainly under an error: their admiration of him, 
_ muſt ariſe from his ability to explain theſe myſteries ; _ 
from the fanciful conſtruction he puts on many paſſages 
of {cripture, which none ever preſumed but himſelf; 
from that dictatorial and infallible form in which they 
are delivered from the preſs and pulpit; and that faci- 
lity of addreſs, and expertneſs in producing a chain of 
ſcriptures. This is the foundation of that popularity, 
which he has gained among a number of his followers. _ 


But is this all that ſhould raiſe a preacher in our eſteem ? 


are jingling words, quaint ſpeeches, vulgar witticiſms, 
and quibbling arguments, to have the ſame authority, 
or ſuperior eſteem, to the ſpirit and temper of Jeſus? 
Paul beſeeches the Corinthians by the meeknefs and _ 
gentleneſs of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 1. not by his gifts and 
apoſtolic authority. So alſo he exhorts the Philippians 
to unity, by the conſolations of Chriſt, by the comfort 
of love, by the fellowſhip of the ſpirit, by bowels and 
mercies, Phil. ii. 1. Theſe were what he would build 
his authority on, and gain his eſteem by. But all this 
can be diſpenſed with in Mr. H. the temper of the 
_ goſpel relinquiſhed, the bonds of all chriſtian fellowſhip 
and union broken through, and indulgences in ſcurrility 


and defamation allowed in him; and yet held up in the 


character of a moſt wonderfully favoured man of God, 
3 anointed above his tellows in gifts and grace. The im- 
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preſſing divine things, on the 1 06 and affeckions of 


men, is evidently one great and main end of the gifts of 


the miniſtry; not ſingly to inform the judgment, but to 
move the affections, and excite them to a ſuitable diſ- 


poſition towards God and man. The end of the com- 


mandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conſcience, and faith unſeigned, 1 Tim. i. 5. To bring 
me into that lowlineſs and humility, becoming a fin- 
ner all the days of my life, to that pure and diſin- 


tereſted love of God, for all his kindneſs and love ex- 
preſſed in the perſon and grace of his dear Son, and 
likewiſe to love all men, and feek their good, in a 


wiſe unblameable converſation, endeavouring to win 
and allure them, to conſider the importance of the 
things of God, by that amiableneſs of {pirit, that al- 
Ways accompanies a real and cordial reception of them. 
The golpel is to be propagated among men, not in a 
heat and paſſion, but in tenderneſs and y mpathy ; : not 
in oſtentatious pride, but in a humble carriage. He 
| ſhall not ſtrive nor cry, neither mall any man hear his 
voice in the ſtreets, Matt. xii. 19. And let the moſt 
| flaming zealot, with a noon-day judgment in divine 
things, pretend what he may, all bis gifts are but as 
ſounding brats and tinkling cymbals, his preaching is 
mere verbal oratory, and his giſts of ſuperior diſcern- 
ment mere airy fancies. The words of grace ſhould | 
| be ſpoken with grace; and not in our own paſſions 
nnd finful tempere. I have for ſome years paſt looked 


upon all that politeneſs and fnavity of manners, the 


Datual exchange of which is ſo neceſſary a part of 
good breeding, as a very imperfect copy of the ſpirit 
-of chriſtianity: How amiable muſt then be the thing 


itlelf! and in proportion as it prevails, it certainly will 


render us courteous, 1 Pet. ul. 8. Kindly affectioned, 
Rom. Xii. 10. of a 10 wer converſation, in oppoſition 


to moroſeneſs, Eph. iv. 29. to refrain our tongues 


. ks evil, and our lips d ſpeaking guile, 1 Pet. iii. 
5 have been reading my bible many years, and 
07 yei could find a religion there, that made a man 


ule fcurrilous language, and allow himſelf in an ill 


temper ; eſpecially when ſtanding as a repreſentative 
of Chriſt before linful and impertect men; when all 


5 Ye 
ought to be ſolemn, in ſpirit, in words, in adirets.. 
Grace will ever teach a good man every thing orna- 
mental to the truths of the goſpel; what is oppoſite, 
will always proceed from the unmortitied corruptions 

of our own finful and polluted hearts. When I have 
| beheld the malevolent and unhappy ſpirits of many pro- 
feſſors of the goſpel, and ſmarted under them, I have 

admired the beautiful but affecting complaint of 4 

poet: 5 3 3 5 „ 

| « But where with men ſhall heavenly love be found, 
Does it with antient ſaints lie under ground, 
« Sure with the living little do we fee, 
««. Dear Lord, give more, and O begin with me.“ 


One groſs imperfection in a man's religious profeſſion, 


is frequently attended with others; truth and error will _ 


never combine. It requires little diſcernment to ſee the 

vanity and conceit which characterize this new per- 
formance; eſpecially the cauſe of its being uſhered into 

the world, for which unborn poſterity will be, it ſeems, 

| indebted to four of Mr. H's hearers: avhy/e judgment 
_ of it is ſo great, that it is calculated for the elect peo- 
ple of God in future ages, conſequently in the milleni- 
um ſtate of the church of Chriſt. What they are to 
learn by it, I am at a loſs to find out, my apprehenfion 


is fo dull, in compariſon to theſe judicious hearers, I 


am apprehenſive, however, if our gracious poſterity 
will have the humility that all gracious perſons are en- 
dowed with, and I believe they will, they will ſtumble 
at the threſhold of the temple, in which the idol is 
placed, and ſmell ſomething not very ſavory to their 
tender minds. However inferior my judgment is to 
Mr. H. and his friends, who have diſcernment to ſpare _ 
for unborn poſterity, I think I can diſcover a viſible 
defect in theirs, and no great acquaintance with the 
human heart. My bible tells me that one of God's 
Works with man, is to hide pride from him, Job. xxxiii. 
17, and that if any man thinketh he knoweth any 
thing, he knoweth nothing as he ought to know, 1 Cor. 


viii. 2. An apoſtle when he is caught up into the third 


heaven, &c. 2 Cor. Xii. 2. conceals himſelf, and ſays he 5 
knew a man in Chriit, and leſt he ſhould be puſted up 


Ty 


above meaſure, knowing the deceitfulneſs of his heart, 


God fent a meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, that he 
might glory in his mfirmities, not in his revelations. 
But what do you think, fir, Paul would have ſaid to 

four of his hearers, after one of his fermons, if they had 
met him at the pulpit fairs, and accoſted him in this 

manner: We have heard the word this night from 

Pour mouth, not as the word of the man who delivered 
it, but as of God, who we are well convinced gave it 


; and as awe know it concerns not us only, but the 
_ elect of God at large, and the rifing generation that are 
to ſucceed us, we with it to be ſpread in the preſent 
day, and handed down to tivfe whom it may concern, 
_ when time with us is no more. Wiib this view, having 
_ reaſon to bleſs our gracious God for condeſcending fo 


eminently to enlighten, teach, and inſtru you, ſo as 
to cauſe you to go not only before us, but before any 
we have heard or known of, either in the preſent day, 
or for ages paſt, we wiſh you to be at the trouble to 
write down, as nearly as you can, the ſermon this 


evening delivered, and to permit us four to be at the 
expence of printing and publiſhing the ſame,” &. 
pages 3, 4. Would Paul, think you, have treated theſe 


perſons in any other manner, than as dangerous ſyco- 


phants and flatterers ?—Would he have ſuffered ſuch | 


windy words without reproving them ?—Would he not 


have admoniſhed them, ſuch language was only cal- 


_ culated to breed in him a high conceit of his know- 


ledge, and that if any benefit had been received, to go 
and give ſilently the glory to God? Or would he not 


have ſharply reproved them; in a ſimilar manner, an 
eminent miniſter of Chriſt once did a fooliſh woman, 
who was commending him immediately on his comin 


but of the pulpit, how excellently he had preached ! 


by replying, * The devil told me ſo before you.” I 


alk you, fir, who have often heard yourſelf praiſed by 
ſuch ignorant perſons, if they might be ſuppoſed to 


have meant well, what effect ſuch ſpeeches have pro- 


duced in you ?—Have they not made you ſwell with 
ideas of your own importance? while at the ſame 


time, if you have been flent towards ſuch weak 
_ Chriſtians, you have looked on them as little ac- 


„ 


_ quainted with the human heart. But what, fir, would 


others have thought of you, if you had publiſhed thele 
ſermons to the world, and told it, that a V. L., M. C., 


E. T. and an O. TX. hadexalted you above the ſhoulders 
of all your brethren; yea, and above the ſhoulders of 
Whole ages, and that it was your own opinion of your 
ſelf? (for when a man has received a high character 
from others, and prints it for the benefit of the preſent. 
and future ages, you know he has made it his own, 
and looks on himſelf in the light in which he is ſet 


forth.) What ſhould I think of my friend in ſuch a 
caſe as this? — Why I ſhould certainly have a much 
lower opinion of his knowledge and humility, than I 


had formerly, and that he had certainly forgot ſuch 
| Paſſages of ſcripture, as ſpeak of ſelf-exaltation, as 
evidencing a proud unhumbled ſpirit. For he that ex- 


alteth himſelf ſhall he abaſed, &c. Luke xiv. 11, Not 


he that commendeth himſelf is approved; but whom 
the Lord commendeth, 2 Cor. x. 18. Let another 
man praiſe thee, and not thine own mouth (or I may 
ſay not thine own pen) a ſtranger and not thine own 


lips, Prov. xxvii. 2. He is a real Jew, whoſe praiſe is 
not of men but of God, Rom. ii. 29. The ſcripture, 


fir, is decidedly againſt this windy conceited ſpirit in 


man, and every where ſpeaks of fuch, as being under 


a deluſion, ſtrangers to their own hearts, Wells with- 
out water, ſpeaking great ſwelling words of vanity, _ 


2 Pet. ii. 17, 18. Simon gave out that himfelf was {ome 
great one. The great power of God; ſuch a one as 
had not appeared for ages, full of high and myſterious _ 


matter, calculated to raiſe the admiration of a whole 


city, Acts viii. 9, 10. He that hath knowledge, 


ſpareth his words, Prov. xvii, 27. Wiſdom reſteth in 


the heart of him that hath underſtanding, che docs 
not ſtir it up, and ſpread it abroad to magnify himſelf,) 

but that which is in the midſt of fools is made known, 
Prov. xiv. 32. A truly eminent perſon is not apt 


to think himſelf eminent in any thing; all his gifts, 


_ graces, and experiences, are ready to appear to him 
to be comparatively ſmall.” „He is a thouſand times 


* Names ſubicribed to the letter. f 
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more quick-ſighted to diſcern his pride, than his hu- 
mility.“ “ Whereas a Phariſee's trumpet ſhall be 
heard to the town's end, while ſimplicity walks through 


lhe town unſeen.” „Hence a man will covertly com- 


mend himſelf (under the ſignatures of others) and 
every now and then, my/elf, and J, comes in; and the 


ſeecret meaning of all is, I pray admire me,” what a 


Wonderful enlightened man 1 am, how ſuperior my 
Judment in the myſteries of the Revelations, to the 
Profoundly learned Mede, the laborious Gill, and the 
Judicious Lowman, or any who have appeared in the 
world for a number of years, whoſe diſcoveries are ſo 
bright and vigorous, that they are to reach to diſtant 
ages for their inſtruction. I hope, as theſe wonderful 
_ diſcoveries are of ſuch importance to the future edifi- 
cation of the church of God, that Mr. H. and his 
friends will take great care they may be depoſited in 
ſome public library, that is likely to ſtand through the 


preſent devaſtation of nations; and for the better ſecu- 


ſeome public records, that in the year 1798, a Mr. H. 


| Tity of them, that a memorandum may be made in 


publiſhed a ſermon, he preached extemporaneous, that 


contains information to future ages, not to be had 
in any other publication that ever preceded it.—A 
wonderful ſermon, that obliged thoufands at the time 
itt was publiſhed, which in the judgment of four perſons, 
concerns the ele of God in all kingdoms, nations, 
and languages; or if any library or public record might 
not be thought of ſufficient ſecurity, for the preſerva- 
tion of fo intereſtiug a publication, that his four friends, 
on whoſe judgment all the ele& at large will rely, 
without calling in queſtion their infallibility, would be 
indeed fo liberal, as to have this ſermon printed in all 
known languages, that it may truly in their day, 
 authout any cxpence ſo the public, be ſcattered among the 
 Furopeans, Afiatics, Africans, and Americans, and 


then there may be a probability, that it may not flip - 


Into oblivion, which is the unhappy fate of many pro- 


ductions, cſpecially pamphlets. _ 


Truly, my dear friend, of all the prefatory dedica- | 
tions, commendatory letters, and prefaces I have ſeen 


before books, to my beſt remembrance, I never ſaw or 


9 e 
read the equal to this. Small muſt be the ſpiritual 
knowledge and diſcernment of any profeſſor of the 
grace of God, not to fee the fulſomeneſs, pride, and 
conceit of it, and with all Mr, H's gifts, and ſuperior 
diſcernment, he appears to me, from this very letter, 
to be that proud, ſelf-ſufficient egotiſt, which is mani- 
_ feſt from his writings in general, and which, if I 
thought any fo ſtupid as to want evidence, might be 
produced in numerous quotations from them. 
Can all Mr. #'s followers be fo blind as not to dif- 
_cern the ſpirit of the man, or ſee the utter inconſiſtency 
of ſuch ſelf. importance, and its contraft, to that meek 
and ſelf denying temper, that invariaby follows an ac- 
quaintance with the human heart? Is not this folly 
and ſelf-eſteem? Can any humble man, after this 
_ manifeſtation of fulſome pride, not have a ſuſpicion 
ariſe in the breaſt, that this great and extraordinary 
man, is not the man he would have himſelf believed to 


be? Do they not know that a truly humble man, is p 
always learning to know he is nothing? I truly feel 


for any of his followers, that they ſhould be fo blind to 
the temper of real grace, and that they ſhould continue 
to feed ſuch ſpiritual pride. I have and do deplore the 

wretched taſte of ſuch hearers, and am fully convinced 
in my own mind, that among tie lamentable evidences . 


we have of the degenerate days we live in, that this is 


one. It is, indeed, very lamentable, that bold and 
_ confident aſſertions, fanciful and allegorical expoſi- 
tions of God's word, mixed with judging and con- 
demning, with opprobious names, whole fects and par- 
ties of proſeſſing Chriſtians, ſnould have more weight 
with ſuch, than the preaching and writings of thoſe, 
who to the purity of doctrine, unite the amiable ſpirit 


of genuine Chriſtianity. “ Grace is flow to ſpeak, 


and flow to wrath; wiſhes to hear, and learn, and un- 


derſtand; delights not to be in the chief ſeat, hut is 


_ conſtant with the loweſt; and had rather lay up ſpiri- 


8 tual treaſure in the heart, than babble it away for 


ſelſiſn aims, with the tongue,” Chriſtian Remembran- 
dd m8 
Ihe letter that occaſioned this ſermon to be pub- 

liſhed, and the ſermon itſelf, are of the ſame com- 
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plexion. We are complimented with infallibility at 
its very entrance. The church of Sardis was certainly a 


- type or figure of the church of God in the preſent Gays 


page 5. This is the foundation of the whole diſcourſe. 
And in the third of Revelations, from the 1ſt to the 5th 
verſe, we are taught, that the human invention of 


the Miſſionary Society; the language of ſome well- 
meaning perſons, crying up the livelineſs of a miniſter 
of a congregation, who are in the eſteem of this cha- 


ritable man, only canting hypocrites, and who, to uſe 


his own expreſſions, © May ſay, for I never heard to 
my knowledge, the preciſe expreſſions before; ſuch a 


precious ſoul is coming up, and preaches his firſt ſer- 
mon, at lo here! Such-a-one takes his leave, at lo 
there! not one in fifty of whom, either deſcribe or 
_ enforce divine life. Many of whom are obliged to have 
recourſe to an organ, before a little glee can be raiſed; 
others of them ſtudy oratory to move the paſſions; 
others kept in life by abuſing the civil powers; others 
cry up the majeſty of the Jacobins; others of them 
blacken the goſpel with opprobious names,” pages 8, 9. 


This, fir, we are taught to believe, 1s contained in the 


church of Sardis, as a type of the preſent day, and is 
the wonderful expoſition (upon Mr. H's ipſe dixit) 


of thoſe words, “Thou haſt a name that thou liveſt, 
and art dead.” Theſe things were, according to him, 


_ typified by the church of Sardis, and are what we muſt _ 

_ underſtand, as the inſtruction of the Holy Ghoſt. The 

_ diſcoveries of which, to thouſands in the preſent day, 
and future ages, we are indebted to him for. Can you 
believe theſe things are couched under theſe words? or 
that the Holy Spirit ever intended them? If you can, 


| you are prepared to belive they are contained in the 


__ firſt chapter of Geneſis; or any where the luxuriant 
fancy of Mr. H. is pleaſed to place them. Is it poſſible 


that any ſhould be ſo ignorant, or rather preſumptuous, 


ſeriouſiy to credit this expoſition of the words? which 
aare only made a vehicle, pro tempore, for the ſucrrility 
of this man, on the Miſtionary Society; on the churches. 
and miniſters of Chriit; to charge them falſely with 
hypocriſy, carnal policy, falle devotion, ſedition, Ja- 
cobiniſm, and zidiculing the goſpel with opprobious 


How different is his practice! 
_ He tells us that Sardis wa | 
church in our day, Mr. H. I ſuppoſe does not claim 
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terms. Is it even any expoſition of the words at all, 


Calculated to inform the judgment, or admoniſh a pro- 
feſſing Chriitian, in the ſtate the church of Sardis was 
in, with a view of refcving him from his ſpiritual le- 
thargy and formality? Are the marks of theſe evils 
laid down, and ſuitable exhortations enforced on the 
mind of ſuch? which I am humbly perſuaded was the 

intention of the Holy Ghoſt to all ſucceeding churche,, 

and perſons in a timiler condition. No; all is l- 
natured cenſure; the language of an uncharitable 


SECS | | | 
tongue; and the deſign of it, to render other churches 
and miniſters, as odious as poſſible, to his auditory and 


readers, to keep up, by thele arts, the aſcendency too 
long maintained over thoſe whom he has influenced by 
his unchriſtian temper, Thele, fir, are only ſpecimens | 


of the mighty diſcoveries made to the world in this fer- 


mon. What an unfortunate thing for his credit as a 
_ prophet, that ſuch, inftead of being diſcoveries of 
God, are another ſtriking evidence of the badnefs of 
his own ſpirit, and manifeſt, how little he is acquainted | 
with his own heart, in making the ſerious things of 
God, and in a' ſerious character, as an ambaſſador of 
Chriſt, a cover and cloak for that prejudice he appears 
to have againſt the miniſters of the Lord Chriſt in 
general. Such railing accufations, Jam perſuaded by _ 
muy bible, are not of the Lord; he gives us a different 
example, with the worſt of beings, the devil. Michael, 
the archangel, durſt not bring againſt him a railing 
accuſation, but ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee, Jude 9. 
But neither the example of Chriſt, conteading about 


the body of Moſes, nor the moral law as a rule, is any 


guide to him in his cenſures on others, and I am ſure 
we muſt go-to him to learn the ſpirit of the goſpel, 


which when it ſuits him in theory, he tells us is love. 


s certainly a type of the 


the diſcovery, that the ſeven churches, were typical of 
different ſtates of the church of Chriſt to the end of 
time. If his hearers ſuppoſe fo, and that this is a part 
of his wonderful light, it is neceſſary to inform them, 


that it is an old idea, I believe now generally explod- 


. . i WEIR 


ed; and the contrary ſentiment generally adopted by 
the beſt expoſitors, except we reckon Mr. H. {uperior 


calypſe. Dr. Guyſe obſerves, “ That the ſame admo- 
nitions, added to the cloſe of every epiftle to the feven 
Churches, intimates that the things wrote therein, are 


to be applied to all other churches, in every place, and 


age; ſo far as their ſtate and condition is like that of 


the churches, to which either of theſe epiſtles is ad- 
_dreſſed; but I cannot think that the different ſtates of 


ſucceeding churches, would fall out juſt in the ſame 
= . 7 J „* . 
onder of time, as anſwers tothe order of theſe epiſtles.“ 

. .2 . ; * 
However, had Mr. H. only made it an hypotheſis, he 
is welcome to it, for it is only a horrowed one; but 


 tifms, his people muſt not know any thing from his 
lips, but fall 

fruitful, a repeated, a neceſſary ornament, in the ſtile 
of his productions. But how happy he is, and con- 


of the coming ſtate of the church, which ſhews us the 


ſpread, that the hypocrites in our Zion may be gained 
cover to the Papiſts, and the Catholics muſt come into 
office, and into power, that the toleration acts ma 

univerſally be taken away, page 49, 41. That Arians, 
_  Socinians, Sabellians, Arminians, and thoſe who have 


now collecting; for he ſees all dark things, having a 


power of the holy people be ſcattered, the ſun ſhall go 
down, and the earth ſhall be darkened in the clear day, 


Philadelphia; and ſo, in conjunction with other in. 


to any which have elucidated the myſteries of the Apo- 


hypotheſes he has none, all his affertions are dogma- _ 


ibility. That important letter 7 is a 


ſiſtent in the reaſon he aſſigns, for Sardis being typical 


univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, page 5. Is this the 
next ſtate of the church? He tells us that popery is 
ſpreading both at home and abroad, page 42. and will 


for ſome time held the truth in unrighteouſneſs, are 


very penetrating eye, into one heap of materials, 
which will, ere long, be uſed, to build up, and com- 
plete the Tower of Babylon. Upon tais ground, 
the whore of Babylon will flouriſh.” Then ſhall the 


Then will the holy of holies be ranſacked a third time, 
and the witneſſes for truth be flain, page 43. Surely 
this cannot agree with the preſent ſtate of the church, 
nor yet, according to his own ſcheme, with that of 
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conſiſtencies of this enlightening diſcourſe, we have | 
him at variance with his own plan. 


Whatever may be the iſſue of the preſent ſcehes of 


Providence, 1 pretend not to determine. The Great 


Ruler of the nation has not told me, but exprelsly cau- 


| tioned us, and Mr. H. too, againſt all ſuch ſpecula- _ 
tions which obtrude into things we have not ſecn, 
Col. ii. 18. It is not for us to know the times and ſea- 


ſons, the Father has put in his own power, Acts, i. 7. 
And I am perſuaded that no modeſt and humble en- 
quirer after truth, will ever venture to tell the world, 
in the laguage of aſſurance, what Popiſh prieſts are to 


do after this hour of temptation has ſubſided, page 41. 
That the preſent work of God on earth vill be carrying 
on ſeventy years, but that before 1870 it will be com- 
' pleted. Certainly, if Mr. H. had been under pro- 
phetic influence in theſe poſitive aſſertions, he would 
have been conſiſtent with himſelf, there would have 


been a harmony in his diſcoverics, which it is obvious 
there is not. 


My reading and; obſervation have taught me the 


fallacy of hiſtorizing the prophetic parts of God's word 

nunaccompliſhed: and I do look on that man, as want- _ 
ing humility and judgment, who preſumes to fix epochs 

and periods to God's predictions: Far ſecret things, 
(and ſuch are times and ſeaſons) belong to the Lord 


our God, Deut. xxix. 29. 5 
Whether Popery ſhall be again eſtabliſhed ; 8 7 


the witneſſes are yet to be flain; or, whether the pre- 


ſent diſpenſations of Providence, are tending to the 


utter and irrecoverable downfall of Faperhs and are 
the immediate forerunners of the glorious eſtabhſhment 
of the kingdom of Chriſt on the earth, and univerſal - 
ſpread of the goſpel, I believe, are as much concealed _ 
from Mr. H. as they are from me. To determine whe- _ 
ther of theſe are iv come to paſs, deſerves the cenſure 


once given to a curious enquirer into futurity : What 
is that to thee ; follow thou me, John Xxi. 21. 22. 


Having laid it down as an indiſputable dogma, that 


Sardis is the preſent ſtate of the 3 he endeavours 


to preſerve his analogy. Strengthen the things which 
remain that are ready to wr Rev. iii. 2, "Rwy my 


friend, have you ſuppoſed theſe things to be that are 
_ T©2dy to die (1. e. in appearance) but the works that 
Sas had not found perfect before him! — Upright, ſin- 
cee, not abounding in them, or doing them in the 
manner, ſpirit, and defign of pure evangelical obedi- 


ence, as evidences of faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The want of a lively exerciſe in theſe things, we know _ 


is the cauſe of a cold and languid profeſſion, aſter great 


_ zeal and warm affection for the cauſe, truths, and 
people of God: inflances of which we have in ſcrip- 
ture z—among all congregations ;—even, I ſuppoſe, in 
Mr. H's, which is ſo ſuperior to others in ſpiritual _ 


light and life. The Holy Spirit tells us what theſe 
things are: the works of the profeſſors at Sardis, 
which needed reviving as poor withering plants, ready _ 


to expire, that they might evidence they were indeed 
alive to God. The latter part of the verſe is expla- 

native of the former: For I have not found thy works 
perfect before God, Rev. iii. 2. plainly telling them, 
= the things ready to die were their works, gitts, and 
* appearances of a gracious ſtate. „% -- 


But could it ever have entered into the head of any | 


one, except Mr. H, that theſe things were veſlels of _ 


mercy in the furnace of affliction, half ſtarved for want 
of the bread and water of lite, and nothing to attend 
upon, but wells without water; clouds without rain; 


and ſhepherds who cannot underſtand? that are 


_ obliged to go from city to city to find food, but all 
in vain. And there is ſcarce a large town in the na- 
tion, but where you will find, here and there, a little 
_ company ſenſible of their loſt ſtate, labouring in bond- 
age and miſery, but none to feed them; hypocrites are 
fed and nouriſhed up in their preſumption, and ſuch as 


_ . theſe are quite ſtarved, page 10. That is, fir, in plain 


- Engliſh, that in all large towns almoſt, there are a few 
of Mr. H's followers, who cannot profit under the mi- 
niſtry of their former worthy paſtors, having had their 
minds perverted from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, by 


reading and hearing ſuch unnatural, unprecedented ex- 


- poſitions of ſcripture, as this ſpecimen of the things 
which remained in the church at Sardis, and in conſe- 
quence of drinking deep into his unhappy unchriſtian 


n x 
temper, have ſeparated from their former communion, 
with none it ſeems but hypocrites, who have been pra- 
ſelyted by Wincheſter, Brothers the lunatic, and Tom 

Paine; and fo the conſequence is a moſt melancholy 
prolped for us. We are all apoſtates, unchurched, 


and not one in a hundred that Chriſt takes any notice 


of. It is only the few things which are ready to die, 


i. e. his followers and ſuch as are of his ſpirit, that he - 


cares for, pages 10, 11. None remain but theſe veſſels 


of mercy in the furnace of affliction ; we are all (I hope 
with our eyes open) going over to popery; ; and form- 


ing coalitions with Socinians, Arians, Sabellians, Ar- 


minians, and have ſaid a conſederacy to all the other dens 


of thieves, that we may be found in the worſt company 
this man can place us amongſt, pages 14, 40. To 


what a low ebb has he reduced us! and how high has 


he exalted himſelf and his adherents ! What a grand 


miſtake are we under, as to the ſtate of the church in 
our own ifland, that it is almoſt, if not quite in vain 


; to go from city to city in fearch of the w ord of God. 
The very conſideration of it, is enough to make us 


- tremble, that among the thouſands of miniſters and 


churches, we have hoped the Lord is with, and has 


a people among, we have been miſtaken, How de- 


luded we are, if we ſuffer this man to meaſure the 
graces of the churches, and determine the ſtate of 
their members! Why, fir, this is Muggletonianifm re- 

vived; which I have been , informed, is a damning 
every one not of that party and ſentiment, and pre- 
tending to great diſcoveries and revelations, as Mr. H. 
does. Truly, my friend, it becomes us, with a pru- 
dent zeal, to expoſe the bible-juggling of this aſfum- 


ing pretender to the judgment of the ſtate of religion 


in the churches of Chriſt, and to wreſt thoſe ſacred 
pages from his hands, who can thus metamorphoſe 


them into any form, and make them ſpeak any thing he 
chuſes; which is a baſe and wicked ſpirit, and what 


no humble and pious man can poſſibly do. 


How much are the credulous of ſuch 1 imaginary con- 


ſtructions to be pitied, who can receive the reverics 

of his brain, for the inſtructions of the Holy Ghoſt ! 

which I am afraid this cunning bible-juggler does not 

9 believe mri, but finds ſuch ace expoſitions of 
| 2 
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the ſacred words neceſſary, to keep up that conſe- 
quence for ſuperior wiſdom, the fame of which he has 
acquired, page 4. and, I am not without my ſuſpicions, 
io promote the ſale of his numerous Ones he no 
found ſo productive of wealth, _ = 
The fallacy of this expoſition of the words i is ſo ob- 
vious, that were it not a truth, that Szultorzm plena ſunt 
ea, not a moment's hefitation i is required, to fee the 
impoſition attempted on our judgments. The Holy 
Spirit tells us the things, are the works which remain, 
not found perfect before God; or it allowing they 
were the few faithful ones in Sardis, how, in this ſenſe, 
can it be typical of the preſent day? Were they left 
without a paſtor, and deſtitute of the word of God, 


_ vhliged to travel about the cities of Aſia Minor and 5 


all in vain, labouring in bondage and miſery, but none 
to feed them? page 10. Is not the epiſtle directed =: 
the angel, or the miniſter that had the care of them? 
or was he unhappily one of thoſe, who had fallen into 
the trap of Tom Paine, and ſo become a wolf, an im 
pPoſtor, a hypocrite? page 18. How conſiſtently he 
has preſerved his analogy, between the type and the 
anti-type! the one has a paſtor who fed them; the 
bother is deſtitute of the means of grace, quite ſtarved, 5 
- Page 10, Is it to be ſuppoled, that if Sardis is ty pical 
of the church in the preſent day, that the Lord Chriſt, 
who has promiſed to be with his people always, and 
do feed them by paſtors after his own heart, Jer. iii. 
25. Eph, iv. 11. and that their eyes ſhall ſee their 
teachers. If. xxx. 20. that he has ſo far forſaken them, 
as to leave them without the bread of life? What 
| greater or more wicked reflection on the management 
of his kingdom amongſt men? which ſacred as well as 
. eccleſiaſtical hiſtory inform us, has never been the cafe 
in the worſt times of the church on earth, and contra- 
dict the falſe reflections he here makes, on the great 
| head of the church himſelf. Or is it credible, in theſe 
words there ſhould be couched this myſtery ;—That in 
the latter end of the 17th century, the churches of 
"Chriſt in Britain, ſhould be reduced fo low, as for all 
large towns in general to be deſtitute of paſtors, who 
| ſhould be able to deſcribe the ſtate of man by nature, 
and under conviction for lin, or to give them the kind 


%% 
invitations and encouragements of the goſpel, pages 
8, 13, 10. but that there would be a W. H. and his 


who, we are to receive this wonderful expoſition of the 
words, as diſcoveries made to this man, which God had 


not revealed to ages before; and that this information 
was of ſuch magnitude, as to be printed and diſperſed 
for the inſtruction of unhorn poſterity? y 


For a man to ſet down deliberately, and that with a 


view to make mankind believe ſuch imaginations ot 
his own brain are the teachings of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to be evidently at the fame time under the inſlu- 
ence of a rancorous uncharitable ſpirit, calling over 
| hypocrites by thouſands, and pretending to tell us, that 


not one in a hundred of us, Chriſt takes notice oi; for 


| theſe things to be greedily drank in by his deluded 
 hearers, and held up to the world as unprecedented. 
illuminations, appear to me ſuch Satanic deluſions, as 
deſerve the deprecations of all ſerious and godly peo- 
ple. We are then in the beſt temper of mind, when 


we imitate him whom we worſhip. When he ſaw the 


multitude, he had compaſſion on them. And as a 
ſhepherd ſeeketh his ſheep in a dark and cloudy day; 


fo did Chriſt go about to ſeek and enlarge the company 


of his followers. Can Mr. H. with any bowels of com- 
Paſſion, fee the remains in Sardis quite ſtarved, and not 
go out after them? Can he continue to enjoy his ac- 
quired affluence in the metropolis, by the preaching 
and printing trade, while ſuch miſery is widely diffuſed 

all over? Would it not much more become him, to 


imitate that noble ſelf-denial he may have heard of, in 
one whom he calls, © a true ſervant of the Pope, and 


the fon of his handmaid,” page 40. 1. e. the whore 


of Babylon,” and commence an itinerent biſhop, over 
y ON, | 


theſe poor ſmaHl bodies in our Sardis, and no longer 


ſee them at the fatigue, trouble, and expence, of go- 
ing in vain from city to city, from the centre of one 


county to the centre of almoſt another? Theſe poor 
ftarved ſouls, labouring in bondage and miſery, would 


be under great obligations to him, and he would ſurely : 


| manifeſt a more charitable ſpirit, than living in eaſe. 


and afluence in a great city. He is commanded to 


followers alone remain in the Sardis ſtate of the 
Church; and upon the teſtimony of four nobody knows 
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| frengthen them, as he knows where they are, and is 
lo able to deſeribe their ſtate, and adminiſter confola- 
tion to them, and their fituation is lo deplorable, he 
Cannot, without diſobedience to the commands of 
Chriſt, and finning againſt the wonderful light he is 
. favoured with, withhold his immediate compliance 3 
the word: © Strengthen the things which remain, . 5 
are ready to die.“ Rev.! „ 4 
What he condemns in Brothers, the fame trap he 
ins fallen into himſelf; Brothers dealt in lunatic vi— 
fions : he in lunatic voices. And upon the ſame indi- 
vidual authority, without any hefitation or infpicion 
ot being miſtaken, he boldly tells us, that the Peine 
ſcene, and political conv ulſions of the nations, is the 
bour of trial mentioned in Rev. 111. 3. and that it was a 
profound fecret of the Lord's 'till he was pleafed (o 
Make it known; ſo concealed from all, that no com- 5 
mentator had ever deſeribed it; or ev en hit the mark 
about it, and thofe who ſeemed to be the wiſeſt about 
it, were the fartheſt from it, page 16. The peculiar _ 
Y honour of having it from the boſom of the Deity by an 
immediate voice, was reſerved for Mr. H. living at the 
_ Cloſe of the 15th century; who aſter the exerciſe of 
his mind, about this hour of temptation for five years, 
the Lord told me upon my bed by a voice from heaven, 
+ This is the hour of temptation,” and I knew the 
woice, and who it avas that ſpoke it.” page 16. Upon 
this authority, ſir, we are to receive it, and in conſe- 
quence look upon Mr. H. as one highly exalted indeed, 
and to whom this honour is to be aſcribed, that of all 
the painſul difintereſted miniſters of Chriſt in the pre- 
ſent day, none are equal to him, to whom God ſpeaks 
his mind, not only in the common language of inſpira- 
tion, but viva weee, as to another Moſes, only without his 
meekneſs. Surely I may be permitted to congratulate 
my brethren upon ſuch a diſcovery and method of having 
their doubts reſolved which may have lain long on their 
minds. That we have now a revival of thoſe days, 
when great difficulties were ſolved among the Jews by 
Bath-kol, the daughter of the voice, a voice from hea- 
ven beard in an articulate manner: unfortunately the 
generality of their traditions, and the cuſtoms of their 
ous, by which they at themſelves againſt the 
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( 29 ) 
_ goſpel of Chriſt, are founded on this Bath. kol; ſo that 
: this method of learning the will of God, muſt be held 
in abhorrence by every believer in Chriſt; when he 
ſees the effects ſuch voices from heaven produce: among 
them. But the fallacy of fuch a communication of * | 
Deity, is plain from this conſideration alone, that if ke 
= or any one was allowed to expound ſcripture in this 
manner, what a door is immediately opened for all 
Eid of error, enthnfiaſm, and deception ? For if it is 
allowed to Mr. H. to tell us that God ſpake to us by 
him, via voce, with a living voice, why not to Mr, 
Brothers, or any other impoſtor > Mahomet tells us ſo, 
and the mad Anabaptiſts told the world fo at the retor- 
mation, and it has been a common method with a num 
ber of pretenders to great and marvellous diſcoveries 
in divine things; eſpecially when the text of ſcripture 
has militated againſt them. If ſcripture cannot be un- 
: derſtood without a voice from heaven, then we have 
two methods of expounding it, a verbal or literary 
one, and an oral *; for the firſt the Spirit's illumination 
is promiſed, and is the method every humble enquirer 
after truth applies to. The oral one God has no where | 
promiſed, nor do any humble perſons expect to learn 
the ſcriptures this way; but rather to look upon ſuch 
pretenſions to friendſhip with the Deity, as pertaining 
to the depths of Satan, mentioned Rev. ii. 24. What, 
was there no meaning to theſe words, before a voice 
f told Mr. H. the meaning of them? W as it indeed & 
prediction of the times we live in, and the difpenſa- 
| tions of Providence we are under? He tells us there 
1 was not. We were all at a loſs to know where the 
5 prediction of it ſtood in ſcripture, page 15. fo that 
| according to his expoſition of the words, it had no 
reference to the times of heathen perſecution, that 
were ſhortly after to come on the face of the earth, 
and did come accordingly. The preſent ſtate of things 
is more an hour of trial to the governments of the 
world, and not a time of open perſecution to the 
church of God; no human government at preſent ap- 
| pears diſpoſed to moleſt the privileges of the church of. 
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Chriſt, or any of the ſects that compoſe it. Under all 
the political events, of national confuſions that have 
happened, we have heard of no abridging the liberties 
of conſcience ;. or preventing the free exerciſe of di- 
vine worſhip under any form: for which we are thank 
ful. Is this, I ſay, an hour of trial, which is certainly 
intended in this prophecy for the church of God? cer- 
tainly not, and if it means otherwiſe, of political agi- 
tations of the earth, and ſubverſion of human govern- 
ments, ſuch hours of trial have paſſed over the worlxd 


frequently ſince this prophecy was given, and no doubt 


will again to the end of time. But behoid the con- 
| ſiſtency of this ee expoſitor, even with the aſſiſtance 
of a voice from heaven, he confounds the hour of Sar- 
diis's judgment, with the hour of temptation peculiar to 
Philadelphia. Will he, with the infallibility of one di- 
vinely inſtructed, teil us they mean one and the ſame _ 
thing, after having told us before, that Philadelphia is 
typical of the univerſal fpread of the goſpel? page 5, 
Which certainly will not be a time of trial to any of the FF 
| Lord's people. But finding, I ſuppoſe, the hour of trial 
to Philadelphia, at variance with his typical ſcheme, _ 
he has transferred it to Sardis, another evidence of his 
kill and practice in metamorphoſing of the ſcripture 
to ferve his own turn, and then aſſures us, the ** abt 
Hour, which is the paſſage he is explaining, is the hour 


of temptation ; and that he had this meaning of Sardis's 


buour, from God by a voice from heaven: and thus 
makes the Holy Spirit at variance with himſelf, The 
Holy Spirit in the ſacred writings, is plain and ſimple 
in his inſtructions. The {ſcriptures were not intended 
to be explained by myſtical allegories, fophiſtical argu- 
ments, or by future voices from heaven. They are in 
the conſtruction of their language, the uſe of means, and 
above all, by the influences of the promiſed Spirit, able 


to anſwer all the purpoles of the Chriſtian miniſtry, They: - 


have, in every part, determinate objects to which they 
are applicable, and not left to the random conſtructions 
of conceited enthuſiaſts, to make what they pleaſe with _ 
them; even with the pretence of a voice from heaven. 
An humble Chriſtian wants no viſionary Chriſts, no 
_ audible voices; the Spirit teaches him to ſearch the 
feriptures, to believe the promiſes, to practiſe the pre- 


e e 
cepts, and to leave the hidden and myſterious parts of 
them, till God, in his own time, and the ſtate of the 

church require the accompliſhment of them; and then 
they will all appear plain, and worthy the wiſdom of 
bim, who has his way in the deep waters, and his foot- 
ſteps not known, © We ought never to content our- _ 
ſelves with a general view of any text, or of the words 
of it abſtractedly conſidered, but ſhould ſearch out, 
what is therein chiefly and emphatically intended hy 
the Spirit of God, in ſuch a particular connection,.“ 


And if fo, what juggler in the world, with all the art 


and ſophiſtry he is maſter of, can find the French revo- 
lution and its conſequences, as the hour of temptation, 


either in Rev iii. 3d. or roth verſe? He might as well 


have taken his concordance, and the firſt place the 


Word hour occurred, have told us it meant the days 


We live in; or any thing that ſerved Mr. H's turn, 


and to ſhew his ſuperior chicanery, in the buſineſs of 
extorting unnatural ſenſes from ſacred language. 


Let any honeſt-hearted man of good natural under- 
ſtanding, in the habit of reading his bible, read over 
Rev. iii. 3. and 10. and then aſk him, what he under- 
| ſtands by the hour in the firſt and laſt place? and Tam 
ſure he will reply, it means in the zd verſe, the uncer- 
tain time, that God would come to chaſtize the church 


then exiſting at Sardis; unleſs they repented- of their 


cold, luke-warm, and degenerate condition, into which 


they had fallen; and that it means no determinate 
time; eſpecially the French revolution at the end of 
the 17th century: and ſo is no prediction at all. And 
in the roth verte, ſome faſt approaching time, in which _ 


{ome of the members in the church at Philadelphia 
ſhould then be living, a time of ſevere perſecution, 
which accordingly came to paſs in the days of Trajan, 
about A. D. 107. and was indeed an hour of tempta- 


tion to all that dwelt on the face of the earth, or in the _ 
Roman empire: and ſo he might have ſaved himſelf 


the trouble of that great ſkill he diſcovers in pages 44, 
and 45, to confine his hour of temptation to the hearts 
of hypocrites in goſpel Zion. Alas! that men ſhould. 
| ſuffer their common ſenſe to be impoſed on, by ſuch 

expoſitions of God's word, ſo foreign to the text and. 
all related to it. What need, indeed, if we are to 


. 

believe ſuch a conſtruction of the words, for a living 
voice from heaven to make us underſtand them. Was 

it neceſſary for an audible voice, to tell us the days 
wie live in are an hour of temptation? Do we not feel 
they are trying times, when infidelity, luke- warmneſs, 
and ſenſuality are ſo prevalent ? and we can fee the 


traps of error, and the inſtability of men's minds, 


which expoſes them to the ſnares which have been 
laid, to draw us away from the faith and diſcoveries of | 
Revelation, by arttul and deſigning men. The ordi- 
| nary means of prayer, reading, and obſervation, have 
taught us it is a trying time, and where theſe ſuffice, 
God never gives extraordinay ones: and I believe 


never a voice from heaven, to teach thouſands in the 
pPreſent and future times: a pretenſion never urged by 
the apoſtles, for underſtanding a fingle paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture, nor as far as I can recollect, by any Holy Pope 
ſo nearly related to the infallible Mr. H. Is it poſſible 
to conceive, that God ſhould ſuffer the church to be ex- 


erciſed five years with an hour of temptation, and 


When it did come, that a general enquiry took place to 


know where it ſtood in ſcripture, too curious an en- 
quiry for tempted perſons, and too long to occupy the 
minds of men ſo anxiouſly, and of little uſe to them 
when known, and that after this period, when the ne- 
_ ceflity of the information had become in a meaſure un- 


Es neceſſary, that God ſhould tell the world by a voice to 


Mr. H. in ſome cloſe chamber, nobody knows when, 
or where, that 75s is the hour of temptation.” Mind, 
5 reader, when the heat of this hour has abated, and it 
is going away, and the information before might have 5 
| prevented many from falling into traps, and fo com- 
| mitting ſin, then God (I ſhudder at the thought) is 
called in to tell the world, in an extraordinary manner, 
What has no wiſdom, utility or deſign. Surely this 
man's reaſon, and religion too, were lulled a-fleep in 
the arms of pride, to fuffer ſuch a daring impoſition on 
men's common ſenſe to {lip from his tongue and pen. 


And I call upon you, fir, and all my brethren, to 


caution the people againſt ſuch pretences; in oppo- 
ſition to the plain and primitive meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt in his word; “ For men, eſpecially the com- 
mon povple,.. are eaſily agony with ſuch things, 


volce from heaven; but to give them no room to doubt, 
dhe immediately adds, And I knew it.” This, to be | 


: guifh between truth and deſuſion? With all his ego 


God had intended any new revelations, diſcoveries of 


ferent ſounds, and thouſands of voices, liable to de- 


1 33 * | 
they having fuck a ſhew of high religiaa; necefl ary to 
keep up that aſc -endency over the minds of the igno- 
rant, on which their popularity is founded.“ 25 
I ſuppoſe he was well aware, ſome of his hearers f 
might heſitate to receive his aſſertion, that he had a 


ſure, would ſilence every riſing incredulity. Who 
dare controvert a poſitive declaration, from a man of 
ſuch peerleſs illumination among his followers > But 
would he not have done them an act of kindneſs, if he 
had taught them the great ſecret, of judging the divi- 

_ nity of ſuch a voice, what particular tone and modula- 

5 tion of ſound, ww hether j in a loud ſonorous accent, or in 
a low one: that, ſhould ever any of them be indulged. 
With this high privilege, they might be able to diſtins 


tiſm and infallibility, we, who have never yet been 

bewitched, may not only doubt; but venture to deny, 

that he, or any man, is now in the poſſeſſion of mar : S 
to diſtinguiſh the voice of God, heard audibly. For if 


_ myſterious paſſages of ſcripture, hy voices, viſions, or 
otherwiſe, he would have laid down in his word, fuf- 
flcient criterions to have judged of the divinity of ſuch 
things, as he did of old, to judge of prophets, Deut. 
xXviii. but as he has not, e pretenders to ſuch things 
muſt be looked on in the light of religious impoſtors. | 
Mr. H. in being ſo certain it was a voice from heaven, 
- ought to have given us the reaſons; that we may know t 
on what grounds he expects to be believed. Is hem 
polleftion of ſecrets, the fcriptures, and all good and 
pious characters, in paſt and preſent times are ſtrangers 
to? Can he, who is continually hearing ſo many dif- 
luſions of imagination, ſubject to dreams, and after ſo 
much writing and preaching, probably afflicted with . 
-hy pochondriac vapours ; amidft all this diverſity of fen- _ 
: ſation, and diſorders of fancy, can he diſtinguiſh tho 
voice of God, audibly addrefled to him? Surely if this 

1s the caſe, how pertinently he may adopt the words. 
of Balaam: © He hath ſaid which heard the words of 
God, Kc. Numb. xxiv. 4. but, unfortunately, Dr. 


F TE. 
Owen ſuppoſes that theſe words are the pretences et 
this falſe prophet, and prefatory to his predictions con- 

__ cerning Iſrael, and that this ſwaggering introduction, 

Was only to aggrandize himſelf in the eyes of Balak. 

For deception will ever need pompous declamation. _ 
Ihe pernicious conſequences of allowing ſuch things 

are not eaſily imagined, it has been the pretence of all 


the impoſtors that ever appeared in the world, Ww bo 


_ attempted to impoſe on mankind, things in direct op- 
pPoſition to that ſure word of prophecy wherein we do 
. well to take heed, 2 Pet, i. 19. It is by thele things, 
the devil transforms himſelf into an angel of light; 


that men may not be afraid of him, but adore him. 


as the miſchief of ſuch deluſions confined only to 
Mr. H. who informs us, page 58, that he has not a 
Angle doubt on his mind, but that this whole epiſtle 
peaks to us, and that he believes in his conſcience, 

that God hath given him the rue ſenſe of the Holy Spirit 


in what he has written on the fubject. I ſhould not 


have thought it worth while, to have given myſelf the 
labour of expoſing ſuch nonſenſe ; knowing that a man 
wiſe in his own conceits, is a hopeleſs object to con- 
vince of his error, Prov. xxvi. 12, But when this non- 
ſenſe is held up to the world as extraordinary illumina- 
tion, and the hearts of the ſimple are thus beguiled, 
who can withhold from ſpeaking? gs 
A As to his wicked and indiſcriminate calumny, on the 


_ miniſters and profeſſors of the goſpel, ſo plentifully _ 


diffuſed into the language and conſtruction of this ſer- 
mon, in which he inſinuates we are fly ſeditious per- 
ſons, diſaffected to rulers, have corrupt hearts, rotten 
principles, guilty of perjury, preſumption, walk in 
craft and deception, &c. page 45. We think it too 
on the language of mere ſlander to liſten to it; 
knowing that perſons of the worſt hearts themſelves, 
the ſooner conceive and charge evil on others. We 


have the teſtimony of our conſciences, that all who 
aare truly impreſſed with the truths of the goſpel, ard 


profeſs the ſpirit f it, will pay attention to the will of 
God in his word, and be ſubject to the higher powers. 
We hope our intereft in the kingdom that cannot be 
moved, and the ſhort uncertain time we can be related 
to mundane affairs, have ſet us above the impolicy and 


Ta) 


irreligion, of being influenced by Tom Paine's pam- 
pphlets, Jacobine newſpapers, and lunatic. prophecies, 
and voices from heaven. We are, as profeſſors of the 
grace of God, too much intereſted in the truths of re- 
velation, to wiſh, or be diſpoſed to ſubvert the go- 
vernment which is friendly to the cauſe of religion and 


truth; 


ciples, which prevail in Europe, and our prayers and 
endeavours to promote the cauſe of religion in our 


on country, and among the heathen, do not cor- 
_ reſpond with the falſe inſinuations and black calumnyy 
of Mr. H. Theſe we leave on the heads of flanderers, 
to increaſe the evidences too copious already, that 


they are better acquainted with the arts of defamation ; 


than the charit- that hopeth all things, is not eafily . 
provoked, thinketh no evil. Could any one, under 


the influence of this charity, have thrown out a fly in- 


ſinuation, that the miſſionaries may have ſpread diſ- 


affection to rulers in the iflands of the ſouthern fea, 


and fo rank them with diſaffeted traders, baniſhed 


rebels? I could hardly believe my eyes on reading it, 


thinking it might be the miſtake of the printer; but on 
recollection, I was convinced it was Mr. H's own act 
and deed, and accorded with the ſpirit of the whole 
5 performance, page 44. Is he ignorant that they have 
directions to interfere in no matters of government“? 
Can he ſuppoſe that men, with hibles in their hands, 
ſhould want to deſtroy ſubjection to the powers that 
are, and ſet up the politics and religion of Tom Paine 
among untutored heathens; incapable of underſtand- 


ing thoſe things that have merely a relation to the go- 


vernments of Europe? Does he think that the com- 
mittee, which have had the care of examining, and 

re- examining the perſons employed in this miſſion ta- - 
the ſouthern iſlands, ſhould chooſe, and ſend over per- 

ſons under the influence of principles ſubverſive of re- 


velation itſelf; or that /zcb kind of perſons would ever 


forſake their country, friends, relations, and every en- 
dearing tie of religious and civilized ſociety, to en- 


counter the dangers of the ſea, the probability of death, 
* See Mr. Bogue' 8 Sermon at Tottenham Chapel, Pe 1323. 8 
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or to approve, in any government, of thoſe 

. evils, which are oppoſite to the proſperity of Zion. 
Our peaceable behaviour, an attention to the duties of 
our paſtoral care, our abhorrence of thoſe infidel prin- 


36 


5 a the inconveniencies of rude uncultivated lands? | 
Without judging the fecrets of the heart, which this 


flanderer hefitates not to do, who cannot ſee the im- 


probability, that the miſſionaries ſhould, or may diffuſe 
the principles of Tom Paine, or that they will forbear 
(as he ſays, page 44) for felf- preſervation ? . Dan any 
man with common ſenſe, after reading ſuch a paſſage 


as this, want any further proof, that he is a baſe, un- 4 


. generous calumniator of theſe miſſionaries, and that 
he would not heſitate to excite the jealouſy of govern- 
nent againſt the miſlionary ſociety, as combining re- 
ligion and ſedition together; and under the covert, of 
reforming and converting the heathen, had likewiſe 4 
lecret deſign of ſubveiting human governments, and 
_ aiffeminating the principles of French retormers. Truly, 
fir, the more I examine the fpirit of this wonderful ſer- 
mon, I am the more convinced of the fallacy and error 


of the compoſition, and hardly can refrain myſelf from _ 
thinking the author a ſtranger to the ſpirit ot the goſpel 9 


altogether. 
As to his poſitive afſe: tion, that the mii nary baſi= 
neſs is merely human, * Nor does their appearance of 


life ſpring from divine things, but from human inven- _ 


tions, ſuch as the miſſionary buſineſs,” page 8. it is 


but another proof, that all I have ſaid in this letter as | 


_ characteriſtic of the man, is not ill-natured cenfure 
without proof. Would any humble man, whatever 
fears he might have on his mind, as to the iſſue of the 
miſfionary oc! ety, have made ſuch an aſlertion ? Can 
he be in the knowledge of the various proots of Divine 
Providence, {miling on the attempt at leaſt, and not 
have the ſuſpicion in his breaſt, that ſuch an aſſertion 
would be a haſty. in prudent expreſſion, proceeding 
from the pride and conceit of his own heart? What a 
human invention, that has the approbation of every 
\ pious mind in every part of the world! who has heard 


_ of it; which has excited the prayers of thouſands for 


its ſucceſs; which is obedience to the Saviour's com- 
mand to preach the goſpel in all nations; accords with 
1 the {pirit of the firſt inſtruments of its propagation; the 


fſubject of fo mony prophecies ;—lIs ſuch an attempt a 


human invention? Why then we may fay, preaching 
the golpel 1 1s A human ind 'ention 3 which 15 eee 


„CCC 
to turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of ſatan to God: and fo all Mr. H's labours and 
pains to convert men, and lead them into the paths of 


truth, have hitherto been mere human inventions. Is 


Mr. H. in poſſeſſion of another voice from heaven, tell- 


ing him this is a human invention; or has he the deep 1 
ſagacity to know all that has paſſed in the breaſts f 


thoſe which have had the management of this buſineſs, 
and fo charge delufion on their judgments, craft on 
their principles, and ſelf-intereſt on their defigns? 
O what a length, my dear fir, will our folly carry 


us! and what language are we not capable ct uſing, 


when we depart from that ſenſe we ought always to 
retain, of our preſent ignorance of the works and de- 
ſigns of providence in the world, and the inſtruments he 


_ uſes! ſuch a ſenſe has every humble man, Rom. xi. 33, 


34, 35, 36; and it teaches him not to be haſty with 
his words: but he that can do any thing he chooſes with 
the words of God, may think himſelf at the lame liberty 


to cenſure the works of men; and as his judgment is 


infallible, ſo his words muſt be without error. He has 
a key for every ſecret. He thinks differently, and is 
differently affected to every other man. A true Dio- 
trephes prating againſt all others with malicious words, 
3 John 10. j. 8 
I am now got to the cloſe of thoſe remarks I think 
neceſſary on this illumined diſcourſe, preached on the 
never to be forgotton day of October 22, 1798. His 
beſt ideas are evidently taken from the writings ot 
others; and it would have been a happy thing for him, 
if he had made more uſe of them, than he appears to 
have done, rather than ſet up for an (xpoſitor above 
all his brethren ſor ages that are paſt. The world 
then, would not be in poſſeſſion of ſuch new illuſtra- 
tions, or rather human dogmas his writings abound 
with. To me.it has for ſome years been a matter of 
furprize, that ſuch Grub-ſtreet titles, and human fan- 
=etes, mixed with the ſerious things of God and eternity, 


ſhould have ſuch a charm with many profeſſors, as to _ 


be the means of pouring affluence into the lap of the 

author of them. O where is that taſte for the writings 
of an Owen, an Hervy, a Whitfield, and a Romaine, 
that ſuch dogmatical, ſuperficial, allegorical compot-- 
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and the inconveniencies of rode uncultivated lands? 
Without judging the ſecrets of the heart, which this 
flanderer heſitates not to do, who cannot fee the im- 
probability, that the miſſionaries ſhould, or may diffuſe. 
the principles of Tom Paine, or that they will forbear 
(as he ſays, page 44) for lelf- preſervation ? Can any 
man with common ſenſe, after reading ſuch a paſſage 
as this, want any further proof, that he is a baſe, un- 
_ generous calumniator of theſe miſſionaries, and that 
he would not heſitate to excite the jealouſy of govern- 
ment againſt the miſſionary ſociety, as combining re- 
ligion and ſedition together ; and under the covert, of 
 refor ming and con erting the heathen, had likewiſe a : 
ſecret deſign of ſubveiting human governments, and 
| diſſeminating the principles of French reformers. Truly, 
ir, the more I examine the tpirit of this wonderful ſer- 
mon, I am the more convinced of the fallacy and error 
of the compoſition, and hardly can refrain myſelf from 
thinking the author ra ſtranger to the ſpirit of the golpet : 
h altogether. | 
As to his poſitive alle: tion, chat the miſſionary buſi- 
neſs is merely human, „Nor does their appearance of 
life ſpring from divine things, but from human inven- 


tions. ſuch as the miſſionary buſineſs,” page 8. it is 


but another proof, that all I have ſaid in this letter as 
"characteriſtic of the man, is not ill- natured cenſure 
without proof. Would any REO man, whatever 
fears he might have on his mind, as to the iſſue of the 
miflionary os iety, have made Rick: an aſlertion? Can 
he be in the knowledge of the various proots of Divine 
Providence, fmiling on the attempt at leaſt, and not 
have the ſuſpicion in his breaſt, that ſuch an aſſertion 
would be a haſty in. prudent exprefli on, proceeding 
from the pride and conceit of his own heart? What a 
2 human nv ention, that has the approbation of every | 
plous mind in every part of the world who has heard 
of i it; Which has excited the prayers of thouſands for 


„ its facce {s; which is obedience to the Saviour's com- 
Sg mand to preach the goſpel in all nations; acc ords with 


the ipirit of ihe firſt inſtruments of its propagation ; the 
ſubject of fo meny prophecies ;—Is ſuch an attempt a 
human invention? Why then we may lay, preaching 
the golpel is a human invention; Which 18 attempting 


5 
to turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of ſatan to God: and ſo all Mr. H's labours and 
pains to convert men, and lead them into the paths of 
truth, have hitherto been mere human inventions. Is 
Mr. I. in polſeſſion of another voice from heaven, tell- 
ing him this is a human invention; or has he the deep 
| ſagacity to know all that has paſſed in the breaſts of 
- thoſe which have had the management of this buſineſs, 

and fo charge deluſion on their judgments, craft on 
their principles, and ſelf. intereſt on their deſigns? 

O what a length, my dear fir, will our folly carry 
us and what language are we not capable ot uſing, 
when we depart from that ſenſe we ought always to 
retain, of our prefent ignorance of the works and de- 


ſigns of providence in the world, and the inſtruments he 


uſes! ſuch a ſenſe has every humble: man, Rom; xi. 335 
34, 365, 36; and it teaches him not to be haſty with 
his words: but he that-can do any thing he chooſes with 
the words of God, may think himſelf X the fame liberty 7 
to cenſure the works of men; and as his judgment is 
infallible, ſo his words muſt be without error. He has 


a key for every ſecret. He thinks differently, and is 
differently affected to every other man. A true Dio- 


trephes prating againſt all others with malicious words, 
: 3 John 10. 


Jam now got to the cloſe of thoſe e I think. 


15 neceſſary on this illumined diſcourſe, preached | on the 


never to be forgotton day of October 22, 1798. His 

| beſt ideas are evidently taken from the writings oi 
_ others; and it would have been a happy thing for him, 
if he had made more uſe of them, than he appears to 
have done, rather than ſet up for an (xpoſitor above 
all his brethren for ages that are paſt, The world 
then, would not be in poſſeſſion of tuch new 1lluſtra- 
tions, or rather human dogmas his writings abound 
with. To me. it has for ſome years been a matter of 
furprize, that ſuch Grub-ſtreet titles, and human fun- 
cies, mixed with the ſerious things of God and eternity, 


mould have ſuch a charm with many profeſſors, as to 


be the means of pouring affluence into the lap of the 

author of them. O where is that taſte for the writings 

of an Owen, an Hervy, a Whitfield, and a Romaine, 

8 that len eee laperficial, allegorical compoRe” 
D 
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tions, calculated only to engender a eaptious and ill 
natured ſpirit, ſhould ever have had any reception 
among profeſſors; and the ſafe of them encouraged ? 
Vitiated indeed muff their taſte be, not to ſee the 
Want of conſiſtency in them, and the amiable ſpirit of 
the goſpel; but be taken and led away by bold aſſer- 
tions, quotations of God's facred word, applied to vul- 
gar. witticiſms, quaint and airy fancies; combined with 

| currility, and vulgar abuſe of characters, ſo that the 
word of God is made any thing, the writer chooſes to 
palm on his hearers, till the meaning of the Holy 
__ Ghoſt is quite defaced, and truth obliterated. Theſe 


things appear to me, fir, in a very ſerious light, and 


are attended with ferious contequences, in promoting 
a corruption of the ſcriptures, and ſo opening a door 
for falſe doctrine, falſe religion, falſe experiences, and 
a falſe ſpirit, under the eover of an extraordinary zeal 
for orthodoxy, and what is ſuppoſed a contending for 
the faith; which is nothing more than the contending 
for a party, keeping aſcendency over uninformed 
minds, by prejudicing them againſt other miniſters and 
churches, and feeding them with ungrounded ſuſ picion; 
that the general body of the proſelling world, are in 
a confederacy to corrupt the word of God, and to be- 


tray its truths into the hands of its avowed enemies, 


page 69; a charge «we deny, and profeſs to be attached 
to the doctrines of grace, as laid down in the works of 
Luther and Ca alvin, and the doctrinal articles of the 
church of England; as predeſtination, election, re- 


demption by the 5 8 of Chriit, pardon and peace 
by his ſacrifice, and juſtification by his righteovuineſs, 


page 12. What impartial mind, cannot {ee the drift 
f all this, to promote ſelf-intereſt, to feed the pride 
of a deceitful heart, and Keep up that bewitching in- 


5 luence, artſully obtained during a ſeries of Years, f 


2ould I ſay any thing to expole this ſpirit, fo contrary. 
| to the humble and dilintereſted ſpirit of every pious | 
follower of Chriſt, that would open the eyes of any, 


mot thoroughly blinded with prejudice, and determined 


to ſhut every avenue for conviction, I ſhouid be happy 
in the ſucceſs. To bring them back to the temper of 
the goſpel, and that proper lenle, we ought to have of 
the deceitfulneſs of the human heart, To eltimate 
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public characters, according to the evidences they give 


us, of that zeal which connects truth of judgment, 

with truth of temper; which, while it has the word of 
Chriſt in the lips, teaches to ſpeak evil of no man; 

much leſs to brand whole ſocieties with infamy, pages 
„ 4 1 while preaching in the name, and as the re- 

preſentative of the meck and lowly Saviour, in a pub- 
lic aſſembly for religious worſhip, This, fir, is the deſign 


of publiſhing this letter. He himſelf is worthy of that | 


ſilent contempt, he has already met with, aND WILL 
AGAIN, The ſentiments of which, I preſume, are 
thoſe of your mind, and the minds of my brethren in 
general: ſentiments I have not haſtily adopted of this 
Author and his followers, ſo far as I have had an op- 
portunity of knowing them; but from deliberate and 
calm conſideration, and ſeeing the effects his writings 
have produced in ſeveral places, to transform peace- -Y 
able, and apparently humble members, in churches, _ 
into agents of contention, and troublers of their pro- 
_ fefling brethren. I cannot conclude without again ob- 


ſerving, that it is pur ely on their account, that thete lines 


appear in print, and is the apology I make to my 


brethren in the miniſtry, tor ever making any remarks 


on ſuch a compoſition of ſpiritual conceit and unpro- 
voked calumny. That the Lord may convince them 
of the evil of ſuch a temper, and how undeſerved that 


high veneration is, they. hav 65 this Author in, IS the 
fincere © ab er of, ES 


| Dear Sir, your Brother in i the Gospel, 
| RICHARD LEGGETF. 


' De AR sta, 


THE a of your letter, pere 


evincide with my ideas of Mr. H's ſpirit and publica- 
tions; elpectally. his ſermon entitled, © Diſcoveries 
and Cautions from the Streets of 2 in which he 
"has plentifully poured forth his malevolent lpirit, on: 

all denominations of proſeſſing Chriſtians, and that 
without any real provocation, with lying and flander- 
ing the miniſters of the gotpel. Cenainly he mult 55 


(0 


have loft all Wodeſty and . or is could 
not have ſuffered ſuch a pompous, adulatory, fulſome _ 
letter, to ſtand as a preface to his ſermon; which 
neus he thinks himſelf the moſt enlightened and holy 
man now living, or that has lived for ages paſt; and 
that his ſermon came from God: but 1 think 1 can 
venture to affirm, it was from the God of this world, 
who hath blinded his mind through pride and gain, fo 
that he cannot ſee theſe inconſiſtencies in ſuch a cha- 


racter he ſuſtains. Could any man, under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, falſify the ſcriptures in the man- 
ner he has done, and then ſay he received ſuch a palpa- 
ble miſconſtruction, by a voice from heaven ? ſo that 
He is a great prophet indeed! but, before I can believe 


him as fuch, I mult ſee better. fruit. The ſpirit of 
Chriſt is a ſpirit of love, meeknels, gentleneſs, and 
| goodneſs, which is very oppolite to his ſpirit, which 
has ſo groſsly ſlandered and vilified the church of God 


in this performance. If my poor name, can have any 


weight i in recommending your remarks on this ſermon, 


0 ſerious and unprejudiced minds; or may have any 


effect, to expoſe is iis readers, the unhappy temper 
* en in it, ſo that they may over the incon- 
 fiſtency of great diſcoveries in divine things; with the 
want of humility and the Chriſtian temper, Le 


ſubſcribe mf 5 

| Your Brother 5 in Chriſt, | | 
6 8 e GEORGE GILBERT. : 

APRIL Is 1799. — 2 MR 7 4 


70 publiſhed, by the "fat uthir; 
5 The Second Edition, corrected, Price 4d. ſtitched and 6d. bound, 
| or 38. 6d. per Dozen ſtitched, to thoſe who give them away, 


Plain Evidences of the Truth of Chr iſtianity, 
In the Form of a Catechiſm; 


: To preſerve the Minds of YOUNG PEOPLE from the. -: 


prevailing Infidelity and Scepticiſm of the Day. 


| Humbly recommended to PaRENTS, Mas T ERS, and TEACUERS,. 


as a a Help to impreſs the Minds of Young People with a 
| Veneration for the Sacred Scriptures, 


Fringed for 1 e No, * Strand. 


